
UNITED STATES 

MIDDLE D,--

COMPLAINT FOR PRISONERS FILING UNDER: 

• 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for suits against state actors
• 28 U.S.C. § 1331 for suits against federal defendants pursuant

to Bivens v. Six Unknown Federal Narcotics Agents, 403 U.S.
388 (1971)

EXPLANATION AND INSTRUCTIONS - READ CAREFULLY 

1. Complaint and Affidavit of Indigency. This packet includes a complaint form which must be completed as
instructed below. Actions filed by pro se prisoner litigants will not be considered by the Court unless this complaint
form has been completed. Also included is an affidavit of indigency to apply to proceed in forma pauperis (IFP),
which you must complete if you cannot pay the filing fee.

2. Format. Your complaint must be legibly handwritten, typewritten, or computer generated. You must answer all
of the questions on the complaint form. You must provide your full and correct name as Plaintiff. When listing
Defendants, you must provide the name and either job title or position; e.g., Officer J. Smith. You must furnish an
address for each Defendant. If you need additional space to answer a question, you may use additional blank pages,
but do not write on the rev�rse side of any page. Y�u must sign the complaint on the last page of the complaint
form. You should keep a copy of the complaint for your records, but the complaint that is sent to the Court for filing
must contain your original ::signature. You must provide truthful statements: any false statement made in the
complaint or affidavit of i:qdige.q�y may result in sanctions, inclµdjng the dismissal of your case, and may also serve
as the basis for a prosecution for perjury.

3. Claims. State the facts that support your claim or claims. The claims raised in this action must relate to the same
basic incident or issue. Any other claims must be addressed in a separate civil rights complaint. When presenting
the facts in the complaint, it is unnecessary to make legal arguments or provide case citation. Such argument is
unnecessary at the initiation of a case. You may attach as exhibits to your complaint any documents related to the
exhaustion of your administrative remedies. Otherwise, you will be advised when the submission of argument or
evidence in support of your claim or claims is appropriate.

4. Filing fee. For the complaint to be filed, you must submit a filing fee. You must either:

a. Pay the required fee of$400. This fee must be paid at the same time you submit your complaint. If you can
pay this fee, you are also respons�ble for the costs of service of the complaint upon Defendants, although you
may seek assistance from the Court. See, e.g., Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(c)(3).

b. Petition the Court to proceed in forma pauperis. This option is available if you are unable to pay the filing
fee and service costs for this action. You may petition the Court to proceed in forma pauperis using the affidavit
of indigency form included in this packet. To begin the in forma pauperis process, you must first execute the
attached affidavit of indigency, setting forth the infonnation that establishes your financial status. You must
answer every question on the affidavit, have it properly notarized, and ensure that an authorized official at the






