
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

IN RE: The National Emergency 
Declared on March 13, 2020 

CASE NO. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

On March 13, 2020, under the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 

§§ 1601-1651, the President of the United States declared a national emergency.

On March 27, 2020, the President signed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security Act, H.R. 748 (the CARES Act), which authorizes the Judicial 

Conference of the United States to provide the Chief Judge of a United States 

District Court authority to permit identified criminal proceedings by video or audio 

conference. 

Also, on March 27, 2020, the Judicial Conference of the United States 

determined that "emergency conditions due to the national emergency declared by 

the President have materially affected and will materially affect the functioning of 

the federal courts generally." Under Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act: 

1. A judge in this district is authorized by this order and with the consent

of the defendant or a juvenile after either confers with counsel to use video 

conferencing, or telephonic conferencing if video conferencing is not reasonably 

available, for the following: 
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