UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
TAMPA DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V. Case No. 8:03-CR-77-T-30TBM

SAMI AMIN AL-ARIAN,
SAMEEH HAMMOUDEH,
GHASSAN ZAYED BALLUT,
HATIM NAJI FARIZ

GOVERNMENT'’S RESPONSE TO
ORDER ENTERED APRIL 10, 2003

COMES NOW, the United States of America, by and through its representative,

Walter E. Furr, Ill, Assistant United States Attormey, and files this response.

1. On April 10, 2003, the Court entered an Order regarding detention.
Counsel for the government were out of the district until Monday, April 14, 2003,
therefore, a stay was requested to provide an opportunity to review our options in
response to the order. The government has now reviewed the Order and based upon
that review, the government will not file an appeal of the detention decision regarding
any defendant.

2. During the detention hearing, several siblings of defendant Ballut
testified that they were Canadian citizens who lived in Canada. These siblings offered
to sign cash bonds or property bonds to support the release of Ballut. It has been the

experience of the government that bonds supported by persons or real property located

N



outside of the United States are difficult or impossible to collect. The government will
not object to these bonds if they are supported by a domestic corporate surety.
Accordingly, the government requests that foreign real property or foreign

persons’ signature bonds not be accepted for bond purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

PAUL I. PEREZ
United States Attorney

AL

WALTER E. FURR, lli

Assistant United States Attorney
Deputy Chief, Organized Crime
Florida Bar No. 288470

400 North Tampa Street, Suite 3200
Tampa, Florida 33602

Telephone: 813/274-6000
Facsimile: 813/274-6108



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent by
D~
facsimile and U.S. mail this /S _ day of April, 2003, to the following:

Frank Louderback, Esquire
Louderback & Helinger

150 2™ Avenue North, Suite 840
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Counsel for Sami Amin Al-Arian

Daniel Mario Hernandez, Esquire
902 North Armenia Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33609

Counsel for Sameeh Hammoudeh

Bruce G. Howie, Esquire

5720 Central Avenue

St. Petersburg, Florida 33707
Counsel for Ghassan Zayed Ballut

Donald E. Horrox, Esquire
Federal Public Defender’'s Office
400 North Tampa Street

Suite 2700

Tampa, Florida 33602

Counsel for Hatim Naji Fariz

WALTER E. FURR, Ili
Assistant United States Attorney
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