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HEADLINE: Castor grilled about professor;

Candidate Betty Castor is under fire for allegedly misrepresenting what she knew about an
accused terrorist while she was University of South Florida president.;

U.S. SENATE RACE

BYLINE: BY MARC CAPUTOQ; mcaputo@heraid.com
DATELINE: TALLAHASSEE

BODY:
Days after saying that law enforcement officials never gave her "one iota of information"

about an accused terrorist professor, former University of South Florida President Betty
Castor and her U.S. Senate campaign were reminded Monday that she had received about

45 pages of it.

An attorney representing USF sent Castor two affidavits from FBI and immigration service
agents in 1996 concerning the professor, Sami Al-Arian. The documents arrived at Castor's
office at 9:04 a.m., April 19, 1996 -- at the height of an internal review of the widely
publicized Al-Arian case.

The agents alieged in the affidavits that Al-Arian was connected to Islamic Jihad terrorists,
that calls were placed from his home to numbers associated with World Trade Center
bombers, and that he used two groups connected to USF as a "front" to fraudulently help
mnternational terrorists™ skirt immigration laws and enter the country to raise money for

anti-Israeli causes.

When asked at a debate Friday about the case, Castor, a Democratic candidate for the seat
being vacated by U.S. Sen. Bob Graham, said there was only so much she could do to get rid
of a tenured professor, considering federal authorities were staying mum.

“During my entire tenure at the university, I was unable to get one iota of Information from

the FBI or any other law enforcement agency,” she told the Leadership Florida forum in Key
Biscayne, pointing out that Al-Arian was indicted on federal terrorism charges In February

2003, four years after she left USF in 1999,
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On Monday, Castor wouldn't say whether those affidavits constituted an "iota" of evidence.

Instead, she issued a written statement through her campaign that attacked Democratic
opponent Peter Deutsch. A group tied to the South Florida congressman, called the American
Democracy Project, disseminated the affidavits, which it recelved from USF through a public

records request.

"The facts are clear and as Betty Castor has often stated while she worked with the FBI and
local law enforcement, the FBI did not provide any information that would have aillowed her
as President of the University of South Florida to fire Sami Al-Arian,” the statement said.

“1t wasn't until eight years after initial news reports that the FBI was finally able to indict Al-
Arian and the university able to fire him."

The explanation isa't good enough for Bernie Friedman, a Deutsch supporter who founded
the Democracy Project. He said USF didn't have to wait for an indictment to fire a spewer of

antl-Jewish hate.

'SHE LIED'

“The fact is she lied. She had more than an iota of information. She had the Titanic,"
Friedman said. "'There were reports in the newspapers at the time, there were these
affidavits. The FBI had seized his computers and found documents supporting jihad. But she
didn't want to put an end to it at USF."

Friedman's committee is classified as a v527,” named after the section of the federal tax
code governing it. Under campaign finance laws, 527 are essentially prohibited from
coordinating with another campaign -- such as a candidate's.

Friedman said he hasn't had any contact with Deutsch on the matter, but wanted to
disseminate the Information so people can make informed decisions.

If he hadn't, it's likely Republicans would gladly have done it.

In a race where Republicans are courting the conservative Jewish vote while jockeying to be
tough on terrorists, former U.S. Rep. Bill McCellum is touting the alarming reports
dissermninated by the Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare, which he founded

in 1989.

In 1992, the task force issued a warning about Al-Arian for organizing a suspected terrorist
convention in Chicago. Among the attendees was Hassan Al-Turabi -- who sheltered Osama
bin Laden for years in Sudan -- and Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, later convicted of conspiracy
to blow up New York tunnels and the United Nations.

Al-Arian, who has blamed his indictment on "politics,” told The Herald in 1998 that the

alleged terrorists were given visas by U.S. autharities, and that Turabi met with members of
Congress and the aditorial board of The Washington post during the same trip.

McColium said it was clearer than that.
"gitting back where I was at the time, I thought he should have been fired. Now 1 wasn't the

university president, so I'm not sure what that would have entailed or what the legalities
were," McCollum said. "But if I could have, I would have tired him. Ali I know is he was & bad

guy, and we tried to point that out.™
But dismissing a tenured professor was no easy matter. The faculty at USF protested Al
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